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The essays here contribute to developing and deepening an understanding of the ecological
challenges ravaging Nigeria, Africa and our world today. They illustrate the global nature of these
terrors. These essays are not meant just to enable for coffee table chatter: they are intended as
calls to action, as a means of encouraging others facing similar threats to share their
experiences.Set out in seven sections, this book of 54 essays deals with deep ecological
changes taking place primarily in Nigeria but with clear linkages to changes elsewhere in the
world. The essays are laid out with an undergird of concerns that characterise the author’s
approach to human rights and environmental justice advocacy. The first section rightly presents
broad spectrum ecological wars manifesting through disappearing trees, spreading
desertification, floods, gas flaring and false climate solutions.The second section zeroes in on
the different types of violence that pervade the oil fields of the Niger Delta and draws out the
divisive power of crude oil by holding up Sudan as a country divided by oil and which has
created a myriad of fissures in Nigeria. The exploitation of crude oil sucks not just the crude, it
also sucks the dignity of workers that must work at the most polluting fronts.Section three
underscores the need for strict regulation of the fossil fuels sector and shows that voluntary
transparency templates adopted by transnational oil companies are mere foils to fool the gullible
and are exercises in futility as the profit driven corporations would do anything to ensure that
their balance sheets please their top guns and shareholders. The fourth section builds up with
examples of gross environmental misbehaviours that leave sorrow and blood in a diversity of
communities ranging from Chile to Brazil and the United States of America.Section five of the
book is like a wedge in between layers of ecological disasters and extractive opacity. It takes a
look at the socio-political malaise of Nigeria, closing with an acerbic look at crude-propelled
despotism and philanthropic tokens erected as payment for indulgence or as some sort of
pollution offsets.The closing sections provide excellent analyses of the gaps and contortions in
the regulatory regimes in Nigeria. It would be surprising if these were not met with resistance on
the ground.These essays provide insights into the background to the horrific ecological
manifestations that dot the Nigerian environment and the ecological cancers spreading in the
world. They underscore the fact there are no one-issue struggles. Working in a context where
analyses of ecological matters is not the norm, decades of consistent environmental activism
has placed the writer in good stead to unlock the webs that promote these scandalous realities.

Nnimmo Bassey embodies the thinker, writer, activist in one. His latest collection of essays Oil
Politics is the story of our times. And since we are all eating, drinking, thinking oil, it is a story
each of us should read. Oil has caused pollution in the Niger Delta and contributed to climate
change. But it has also polluted democracy. As Nnimmo puts it, the story of oil is the story of



'The blind walk of autocrats in the vice grip of kleptocrats results in unrelenting pummelling of the
grassroots.' We need to move from Oil to Soil, from Kleptocracy to Earth Democracy. Oil Politics
is a call to action to each and every Earth Citizen.- Dr VANDANA SHIVA, philosopher,
environmentalist, author, professional speaker, social activist For decades, Nnimmo Bassey has
been a relentless warrior against the ravages of the oil industry, holding the Niger Delta up as
both a stark warning and an inspiring model of resistance. The truths in these essays
demonstrate that the climate crisis amounts to a war, one waged by global elites on the poorest
and most vulnerable. In his de ance, fearlessness and lyricism, Bassey also lights the way
towards a just and democratic peace. - NAOMI KLEIN, author This Changes Everything and The
Shock Doctrine Nnimmo Bassey is that rare individual-he combines solid theoretical knowledge
with practice; a perceptive writer and campaigner of the nest pedigree. In this collection of
essays, ranging from issues of petroleum extraction to climate justice, Bassey brings to bear
these formidable talents. This book deserves reading and re-reading. It is a worthy addition to
the corpus of works on Africa's badly mauled ecology. - Dr IKE OKONTA, author When Citizens
Revolt: Nigerian Elites, Big Oil and the Ogoni Struggle for Self- Determination and co-author
Where Vultures Feast: 40 years of Shell in Nigeria Very few people understand the 'politics of oil'
and have confronted the environmental crisis in Nigeria like Nnimmo Bassey. In Oil Politics:
Echoes of Ecological Wars, he not only reveals the devastating impact of our environmental
indiscretions but how the incestuous relationship between the Nigerian state and multinationals
like Shell has left Nigeria and Nigerians gasping for breath. If we still care about Nigeria, or what
is left of it, then we can only ignore this intervention at our own risk! - CHIDO ONUMAH author,
We Are All Biafrans Oil and mineral development represents a continuous act of violence
against nature and society; this violence is a prerequisite to these extractive activities. Faced
with this reality, communities in diverse regions of the planet organize varied forms of resistance
and construct alternatives. Nnimmo Bassey is one of the human beings most committed to
ecological justice and thus, social justice. This book, a collection of the author's essays, is an
example of that commitment. - ALBERTO ACOSTA, Economist, former President of the
Constitutional Assembly of Ecuador, former Minister of Energy and Mines Nnimmo Bassey is an
angry good man, aware in his bones of the socio- ecological debt from North to South. He writes
brilliantly calling the world to action for climate justice and against fossil fuels extraction. He
comes from Nigeria and the Niger Delta where over two million barrels of oil are exported
everyday, where many people have been killed while others have resisted throughout the
decades of destruction brought by Shell and other companies.- Professor JOAN MARTINEZ-
ALIER, ICTA, Universidad Autonoma de Barcelona Activists and communities around the planet,
who not only believe that another world is possible but are willing to ght for it, have much to learn
from this book.- EDGARDO LANDER, retired professor of social sciences at the Universidad
Central de Venezuela in Caracas, Caracas --This text refers to the paperback edition.About the
AuthorNnimmo Bassey is a Nigerian environmental justice activist, architect, essayist and poet.
He is the director of the ecological think-tank, Health of Mother Earth Foundation (HOMEF) and



coordinator of Oilwatch International. He was the chair of Friends of the Earth International (the
largest grassroots environmental organisation in the world) from 2008-2012 as well as the co-
founder and executive director of Environmental Rights Action (1993-2013) which is based in
Nigeria (in Benin city, Lagos, Abuja, Port Harcourt and Yenagoa). He was a co-recipient of the
2010 Right Livelihood Award also known as the 'Alternative Nobel Prize.' In 2012 he received
the Rafto Human Rights Award. In 2014 he was awarded Nigeria's national honour as a Member
of the Federal Republic (MFR) in recognition of his environmental activism. --This text refers to
the paperback edition.
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Praise for Oil PoliticsNnimmo Bassey embodies the thinker, writer, activist in one. His latest
collection of essays Oil Politics is the story of our times. And since we are all eating, drinking,
thinking oil, it is a story each of us should read. Oil has caused pollution in the Niger Delta and
contributed to climate change. But it has also polluted democracy. As Nnimmo puts it, the story
of oil is the story of ‘The blind walk of autocrats in the vice grip of kleptocrats results in
unrelenting pummelling of the grassroots.’ We need to move from Oil to Soil, from Kleptocracy to
Earth Democracy. Oil Politics is a call to action to each and every Earth Citizen.— Dr VANDANA
SHIVA, philosopher, environmentalist, author, professional speaker, social activistFor decades,
Nnimmo Bassey has been a relentless warrior against the ravages of the oil industry, holding the
Niger Delta up as both a stark warning and an inspiring model of resistance. The truths in these
essays demonstrate that the climate crisis amounts to a war, one waged by global elites on the
poorest and most vulnerable. In his defiance, fearlessness and lyricism, Bassey also lights the
way towards a just and democratic peace. — NAOMI KLEIN, author This Changes Everything
and The Shock DoctrineNnimmo Bassey is that rare individual— he combines solid theoretical
knowledge with practice; a perceptive writer and campaigner of the finest pedigree. In this
collection of essays, ranging from issues of petroleum extraction to climate justice, Bassey
brings to bear these formidable talents. This book deserves reading and re-reading. It is a worthy
addition to the corpus of works on Africa’s badly mauled ecology. — Dr IKE OKONTA,
author When Citizens Revolt: Nigerian Elites, Big Oil and the Ogoni Struggle for Self-
Determination and co-author Where Vultures Feast: 40 years of Shell in NigeriaVery few people
understand the ‘politics of oil’ and have confronted the environmental crisis in Nigeria like
Nnimmo Bassey. In Oil Politics: Echoes of Ecological Wars, he not only reveals the devastating
impact of our environmental indiscretions but how the incestuous relationship between the
Nigerian state and multinationals like Shell has left Nigeria and Nigerians gasping for breath. If
we still care about Nigeria, or what is left of it, then we can only ignore this intervention at our
own risk! — CHIDO ONUMAH author, We Are All BiafransOil and mineral development
represents a continuous act of violence against nature and society; this violence is a prerequisite
to these extractive activities. Faced with this reality, communities in diverse regions of the planet
organize varied forms of resistance and construct alternatives. Nnimmo Bassey is one of the
human beings most committed to ecological justice and thus, social justice. This book, a
collection of the author’s essays, is an example of that commitment. — ALBERTO ACOSTA,
Economist, former President of the Constitutional Assembly of Ecuador, former Minister of
Energy and MinesNnimmo Bassey is an angry good man, aware in his bones of the socio-
ecological debt from North to South. He writes brilliantly calling the world to action for climate
justice and against fossil fuels extraction. He comes from Nigeria and the Niger Delta where over
two million barrels of oil are exported everyday, where many people have been killed while
others have resisted throughout the decades of destruction brought by Shell and other
companies.— Professor JOAN MARTINEZ-ALIER, ICTA, Universidad Autonoma de
BarcelonaNnimmo Bassey is one of the best known and most respected activist/analyst of the



socio-political and environmental impact of fossil fuel extraction across the planet. As part of his
commitments he has played a leading role in Friends of the Earth International, Environmental
Rights Action in Nigeria and Oilwatch International. For more than two decades he has directly
participated and/or documented peoples’ struggles against these depredatory activities, not
only in Nigeria, but also in South Africa, Equatorial Guinea, Ecuador, Brazil, the Gulf of Mexico
and others. … A main focus of his attention has been the struggles of the Ogoni people against
the social and environmental devastating impacts of Shell’s extractive activities in the Niger
Delta. This book contains an extraordinary, thoughtful and well documented critical analysis of
many of these impacts and struggles. The way in which multiple dimensions of the fossil fuel
civilization are integrated into the analysis is particularly valuable: impact on people’s lives;
environmental devastation: climate change: the impunity with which transnational corporations
operate in the Global South; government complacency and corruption; military repression; the
geopolitics of oil; the implications and unsustainability of high consumption life styles based on
cheap fossil energy; as well as the multiple forms of popular resistance and struggles. Activists
and communities around the planet, who not only believe that another world is possible but are
willing to fight for it, have much to learn from this book.— EDGARDO LANDER, retired professor
of social sciences at the Universidad Central de Venezuela in Caracas, CaracasOil
PoliticsEchoes of Ecological WarsNnimmo Bassey,Daraja PressPublished byDaraja
Presswww.darajapress.comThis work is licensed under aCover design: Otoabasi
BasseyTD195.P4B37 2016338.2’728C2016-906540-5C2016-906541-3ContentsPraise for Oil
PoliticsList of AbbreviationsForeword by Ogaga IfowodoPrefaceECHOES OF AN ECOLOGICAL
WAR1. I will not dance to your beat2. Echoes of an ecological war3. Human rights and the
multiple environmental changes4. Africa in the vice-grip of the climate crisis5. Where are the 50-
year-old trees?6. To stop the Sahara7. Of floods, dams and the damned8. Flaring gas: Profiting
from illegalities in Nigeria9. How would you fly to the UK?10. Can Cancún?11. The betrayal of
Cancún12. A red card for California REDD13. Ambition, selfishness and climate
actionVIOLENCE IN THE LAND14. As Kogi fights over refinery location15. Violence in the
land16. A nation split by oil17. The 'milking' of oil workers18. The tragedy of Ayakoromo19.
Mending MEND20. The amnesty workedEXTRACTIVES AND TRANSPARENCY21. When oil
companies volunteer22. Environmental issues in extractive industries transparency23. Drilling in
the dark24. So Shell is everywhere25. Shell’s fracking moves in the Karoo26. The coming belt of
fire27. Gas flaring, hot air and fertilisers28. The bush refineries of the Niger Delta29. Seekers of
selective transparency30. Charge them with manslaughterIMPACTS OF EXTRACTIVE
ACTIVITIES31. Death and the kids of Zamfara32. Resurrection in Chile33. Caught in the Ebook
Tops34. The cemetery of mangroves35. The emperor with no clothes36. Chasing tar balls in the
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philanthropic tokenismSLIPPING ON OIL AND GAS LAWS41. Nigeria’s unacceptable biofuels
policy42. Slipping on oil and gas laws43. How about the Petroleum Industry Bill?44. The



petroleum bill and last minute legislative contortion45. Many blind spots46. Nigerian draft
Petroleum Industry Bill criminalises communitiesRESISTANCE AS ADVOCACY47. Resistance
as advocacy in the oil fields of Nigeria48. Shell shrugs off Bonga fine49. Decades of destruction:
Shell in Nigeria50. Between four farmers and Shell51. Walking on caves of fire52. Ogoni and the
agony of a delayed clean up53. Two years after the UNEP report: Ogoni still
groansAFTERWORD54. AfterwordAbout the authorList of AbbreviationsAHOMAR, Homens e
Mulheres do Mar AssociationAPI, American Petroleum InstituteATS, Alien Tort StatuteBRICS,
Brazil, Russia, India, China, South AfricaCDM, Clean Development MechanismCO2, Carbon
dioxideCOP, Conference of PartiesCPC, Congress for Progressive ChangeCPF, Central Oil and
Gas Processing FacilityCSCEC, China State Construction Engineering Corporationdeg C,
Degrees Celcius (Centigrade)DPR, Directorate of Petroleum ResourcesEIA, Environmental
Impact assessmentEITI , Extractive Industries Transparency InitiativeEMP, Environmental
Management PlanERA, Environmental Rights ActionFAAN,Federal Airports Authority of
NigeriaFAO, Food and Agriculture OrganisationFEPA, Federal Environmental Protection
AgencyFPSO, Floating Production and Storage and OffloadingGDP, Gross Domestic
ProductGON, Government of NigeriaHNDC, Hope for Niger Delta CampaignHYPREP,
Hydrocarbon Pollution Restoration ProjectIJV, Incorporated Joint VenturesILO, International
Labour OrganisationINDC, Intended Nationally Determined ContributionsIPCC,
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate ChangeIYC, Ijaw Youth CongressJTF, Joint Military
TaskforceLCA, Long-term Cooperative ActionLGA, Local Government AreaLNG, Liquid Natural
GasLPG, Liquefied Petroleum GasMAN, Manufacturers Association of NigeriaMEND,
Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger DeltaMOSOP, Movement for the Survival of the
Ogoni PeopleNAFDAC, National Agency for Food and Drug Administration and ControlNAP,
National Action ProgrammeNAPEP, National Poverty Eradication ProgrammeNASS, National
AssemblyNDDC, Niger Delta Development CommissionNDES, Niger Delta Environmental
SurveyNDLF, Niger Delta Liberation ForceNEITI, Nigerian Extractive Industries Transparency
InitiativeNESREA, National Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement
AgencyNIALS, Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal StudiesNNPC, Nigerian National Petroleum
CompanyNOSDRA, Nigerian National Oil Spill Detection and Response AgencyNRAN, No
REDD in Africa NetworkOECD, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
DevelopmentOPEC, Organization of the Petroleum Exporting CountriesPANPP, Pan-African Non-
Petroleum Producers AssociationPDP, Peoples Democratic PartyPIB, Petroleum Industry
BillREDD, Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest DegradationREDUC, Refineria
Duque de CaxiasSADC, Southern Africa Development CommunitySAGRC, South African Green
Revolutionary CouncilSEC, US Securities and Exchange CommissionSNEPCO, Shell Nigeria
Exploration and Production CompanySON, Standards Organisation of NigeriaSPDC, Shell
Petroleum Development CompanySUDAPET, Sudan National Petroleum CorporationTMDB,
Transvaal and Delagoa Bay MineTNC, Transnational CorporationUNCCD, United Nations
Convention to Combat DesertificationUNEP, United Nations Environment ProgramUNFCCC,



United Nations Framework Convention on Climate ChangeUSAID, United States Agency for
International DevelopmentWHO, World Health OrganisationForeword by Ogaga IfowodoIn Oil
Politics: Echoes of Ecological Wars, a collection of his essays, talks, blog posts and sundry
reflections on the hot topic of the environment, Nnimmo Bassey takes a cue from a speech by
Álvaro García Linera, Vice President of Bolivia, who restates Rosa Luxemburg’s famous poser
‘socialism or barbarism’ as ‘Mother Earth or barbarism’. In this important book, Bassey
expounds the view that climate change is a product of the crisis of capitalism and ‘its attendant
creed of expansion and unlimited economic growth and profits,’ adding that the current inability
to confront the climate change crisis ‘is due mainly to the vice grip on the global systems by the
powerhouses of imperialism.’I take Álvaro García Linera and Nnimmo Bassey further, perhaps,
than they might or could have intended by wondering if the Christian variant of the belief in life
after death to be lived in a heavenly domain, supposedly outside earth, has anything to do with
the West’s unwholesome attitude to climate change. ‘This world is not my home, I’m just a-
passing through,’ sang the American folk musician Jim Reeves to the rapturous delight of
millions. So the question must be posed to the Christian, capitalist West, is earth our home? The
capitalist West holds itself out as the bastion of Christianity, but so preponderant is the evidence
of its hugely disproportionate contribution to global warming that direct evidence is not needed.
In short, in the court of environmental justice, circumstantial evidence alone would be enough to
convict the West. If, however, you insist on hard facts, here’s something to consider: although
the United States of America constitutes a mere five percent of the world’s population, it emits,
nonetheless, about a quarter of the world’s greenhouse gases. And together with Europe, is
responsible for fifty percent of the non-naturally occurring carbon in the air, even though their
combined population is only about ten percent of the world’s inhabitants.What, then, does it say
about the western/capitalist attitude to the environment that in the United States, for instance,
the ranks of the most strident deniers of climate change are too often filled with conservative
Christians who have formed happy cause with Wall Street lords of mammon? Why have there
not been loud and strident cries from the pulpits decrying the market mechanisms forced by the
West on the rest of the world to ensure unrestrained environmental plunder, mechanisms that
have crippled all the conferences of parties, from Copenhagen to Cancún and Durban, under
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change? These mechanisms—including
the much trumpeted Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation, a UN-
sanctioned initiative—literally give carte blanche to corporate polluters to keep despoiling the
environment but to salve their conscience by buying ‘carbon credits.’ What are ‘carbon credits?’
many will ask—as I did until Bassey explained the dubious term to me in Oil Politics. It is the
asinine, but profit-grabbing, idea that a big corporation, say ExxonMobil or Shell, can pollute the
immediate environment of any of its undertakings—an oil field or a refinery, for example—to its
heart’s content but then to offset the looming danger through a purported ‘green’ project
elsewhere, say a vast mono-culture plantation, almost always in the Third World. In its more
cynical form, it is the unvarnished view that the alarming rate of pollution of the highly



industrialised and consumerist West—which, in its strictly economic sense includes China, ‘the
factory of the world’ and other titans of the capitalist plundering of the earth—is proportionately
offset by the vast stock of carbon credits in the rest of the un- and under-developed world in
Africa, South and Central America and Asia.What might happen to the economic ethos of the
more polluting West if it embraced the not-so-esoteric idea that this earth is, after all, our home?
In April 2010, following the predictable failure of the 2009 Copenhagen Conference Of Parties
(COP) which ended without an agreement—the government of Bolivia hosted the more forward-
looking Cochabamba World Peoples Conference on Climate Change and the Rights of Mother
Earth. For the concept of Mother Earth, as Álvaro García explains ‘is not just a slogan. It means a
new way of producing, a new way of relationship with nature and with one another. This
relationship is one of equality and not domination, a relationship of dialogue, of giving and
receiving. It is not merely a philosophy or folklore.’Bassey is in the front lines of the earth-is-our-
home ethos. Oil Politics ought to be read by all concerned about the unsustainable path of
mindless corporate greed, its counterpart in thoughtless consumption, and the stiff price of both
paid by our earth. The environment can seem, ironically, too intimate and yet too far-fetched all
at once. We live in it, yet its immanence, its seeming infinity, makes it sound alarmist to speak of
human activity bringing it to an apocalyptic end (though billions have no problem believing in an
apocalyptic end caused by sin). The oceans rising and swallowing up coastal countries? Bah!
Deserts creeping on savannahs and turning loamy plains into parched acres of sand? Thank
you, but over here where we are, our problem is flooding caused by endless rains! Always, we
tend to misread the signs or deny them outright because they do not accord with our immediate
experience.Bassey explains in lay terms, often with humour though each topic he tackles be
ever so grim, some of the esoteric terms in which climate talk is often discussed such as:
‘greenhouse effect’, ‘carbon credits’, ‘carbon capture’, ‘global warming’, ‘market
mechanisms’ and what a two degree Celsius rise in temperatures would mean for tropical Africa
as opposed to Greenland, or a one metre rise in the sea level would to littoral communities in
Nigeria. At about the same time that Bassey served out his term as president of Friends of the
Earth International, and passed on the torch of leadership of Environmental Rights Action,
Nigeria’s premier nature NGO, he set up Health of Mother Earth Foundation, through which he
currently does most of his advocacy. Yes, the earth is his home and ours too.A moment like this
calls for some story-telling. I first met Bassey as a sophomore in law at the University of Benin
where he was the principal architect. Bassey would later lead the university’s physical planning
team to design the temporary administration building and the vice-chancellor’s lodge. That was
during the turbulent period of General Babangida’s invasion of the universities in search of
radicals and extremists. The vice-chancellor, Professor Grace Alele-Williams, gladly delivered
several scalps, among them those of Dr Festus Iyayi, president of the Academic Staff Union of
Universities at the time, and Professor Itse Sagay, dean of law. This was meant as dire warning
to all outspoken members of the increasingly restive universities, whether on the faculty or in the
administration. Bassey, a regular on the op-ed pages of The Guardian and Vanguard, became



visibly disenchanted—or ‘disgruntled’ in the power-speak of the time—and soon enough quit the
Ivory Sewer to set up Base Consult, his private architectural practice, just outside the university.
And it is here that the idea of a human rights approach to the defence of the environment took
seed, bloomed and flourishes now to worldwide acclaim.The Environmental Rights Action
(ERA), partner group of global watchdogs Friends of the Earth and OilWatch, began as a project
of the Civil Liberties Organisation (CLO) where Bassey was a member of the governing board
and chairman of its southern zone. This project yielded several shocking exposés on the
mindless devastation of the environment by oil and timber companies such as Shell in Iko (Akwa
Ibom) and WEMCO at Omo Forest (Ondo), to cite only two examples. The effect was as crucial
for the emergence of an environmental consciousness in Nigeria as CLO’s uncovering in 1987 of
the horrors of Ita-Oko, an off-shore prison built under General Obasanjo as military head of
state, as it was for the emergence of consciousness of civil liberties. It was soon clear that ERA
needed a wider field of vision than the CLO’s fulcrum of political liberties would allow. Not even
the compromise of semi-autonomy marked by the new name, ERA/CLO, would widen this field
by the needed acreage. The debate was often passionate, for ERA had come to deepen CLO’s
work in a way that added to its prestige at home and abroad, but CLO voted wisely to let the
child strike out and come into his own.This decision freed ERA under Bassey to synthesise its
mission from indigenous principles of harmonious natural resource management, Christian
teachings on egalitarianism and the international declaration of human rights. The result is a
charter of struggle for the attainment of social justice. Driven like only a pastor—in the true sense
of herdsman, shepherd—can be about his flock, it is no surprise that Bassey’s e-mail signature
is a plea, borrowed from the great Psalmist, to the principalities and powers of earth on behalf of
the oppressed, exploited and downtrodden: ‘How long will you keep judging and favouring evil
people? Be fair to the poor and orphans. Defend the helpless and everyone in need. Rescue the
weak and homeless from the powerful hands of heartless people.’ These are the slogans that
inform Bassey’s vision of a habitable and sustainable earth. And for his steadfastness, he was
driven underground for four months in 1994 as his brother-in-law was held hostage, arrested and
detained by the secret police, the Nigerian State Security Service (SSS) for several days in
October 1997 and had his passport impounded for long periods.Bassey, who has published four
collections of poems, including the grim title, We Thought It Was Oil But It Was Blood, has also
been General Secretary of the Association of Nigerian Authors. Let us pay heed to the Reverend
Nnimmo Bassey, a hero of the environment, and, even more, be ourselves in small and big ways
architects of a sustainable earth.September 2016PrefaceThe essays preserved in this collection
were written as responses to the unrelenting ecological assault on local communities in Nigeria,
across Africa and elsewhere. Some speak of the unyielding wedlock between governments and
transnational corporations in what would probably best illustrate what is meant when people
claim that love is blind. The blind walk of autocrats in the vice grip of kleptocrats results in
unrelenting pummelling of the grassroots.Most of the essays contained in this volume were
written as short opinion articles for Nigerian newspapers between 2010 and 2013. A number of



these were published in a weekly column titled Oil Politics that ran in the then promising Nigerian
newspaper 234NEXT that suddenly went kaput. The online links no longer lead to the articles. I
now post newer articles as blogs[1]. Hopefully these will be better preserved for the future.[2]The
longer pieces in this collection are based on speaking notes and talks presented at meetings
and conferences. As would be expected, they were responses to issues that either were in the
news at that time, or in some cases issues that did not make it into the news.The essays here
largely deal with on petroleum extraction and climate justice. They are mostly focussed on
Nigeria’s Niger Delta – one of the most polluted places on the planet. It is instructive that
although the ecocide visited on this region by the oil companies is well acknowledged, only
perfunctory mention is made of their crimes in the media.The reader may wonder why these
dated essays have been collected together in this book. The fact is that the issues that I consider
here are unresolved and continuous—what happened decades ago is still happening today. The
demands of local communities for environmental remediation and the halting of destructive
extraction remain unheeded today as they were then. The international corporations still operate
behind military shields. Demands for social inclusion by local communities are still met with
brute force. While progress has been made on some fronts as a result of determined vigilance of
the suffering communities, there remains much to be done.While a larger part of the blame for
the destruction of the environment must lie at the door of the multinational corporations, it is
certainly the case that there are individuals in communities who are also responsible for
polluting for personal gain to the detriment of the majority of the people. Examples of such
activities are the highly polluting bush refineries of the Niger Delta.The tragedy is that
environmental laws are not in short supply, neither in Nigeria nor elsewhere. But the problem lies
in the failure of enforcement of such laws and regulations. Polluters are known to ignore court or
executive orders, seeing themselves as being above the law and above sanctions. We see this
repeatedly in Nigeria. Illegal activities, such as gas-flaring, continue to be perpetuated. There are
minuscule penalties for infraction. In some cases, proposed legislation is ‘booby-trapped’ so that
either it never sees the light of day or incorporates such huge loopholes that crudest criminals
can casually walk through with impunity.The same can be said of the UN climate change
negotiations where we have witnessed systematic lowering of ambition and a disavowal of
commitments as each year goes by and as the problems become more entrenched. I highlight
the fact that Africa bears disproportionate impacts from a problem that she did not create. Some
of these burdens are heaped on her by way of false solutions such as the Reducing Emissions
from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD).The essays here underscore the vital need
for individuals and communities to take more than a passing interest in the Conference of
Parties (COP) and United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The
lack of ambition evidenced in these negotiations and the fact that the aggregate outcomes are
not taking us out of the woods but digging deeper into inescapable holes should wake us all up
to action. The planet is facing destruction both as a result of the lack of action and as a result of
the adoption of ‘false solutions’ that only exacerbate the speed of climate change. But much of



what is agreed is frequently worded in inaccessible jargon. We face the challenge of sharing our
views, stories and experiences in popular language to ensure that everyone can participate in
developing political alternatives to the rhetoric of these conferences.Cultural awakening was a
tool that entrenched the Ogoni struggle and makes it stand out as one of the most successful
mobilisations of heavily deprived peoples. The struggles of Ken Saro-Wiwa and the Movement
for the Survival of Ogoni People (MOSOP) echo in some of the essays and indicate how
unresolved environmental issues continue to persist over decades. The fact that the struggles
are documented and preserved in various media helps to keep the window for action open. In
the face of dastardly degradation, silence is not an option. Or, as Saro-Wiwa put it, ‘Silence
would be treason’[3]. Non-violent resistance remains the way in which those communities who
have been most affected around the world continue to advance their cause. And that is what
builds hope and shows that even where the sky is dark victory can still be snatched from the
jaws of cannibal polluters.The essays that are preserved in this collection will contribute, I hope,
to developing and deepening an understanding of the ecological challenges ravaging Nigeria,
Africa and our world today. They illustrate the global nature of these terrors. These essays are
not meant just to enable coffee table chatter. No. These essays are intended as calls to action,
as a means of encouraging others facing similar threats to share their experiences.See at or
↵EDITOR'S COMMENT: For those essays published elsewhere, we have done some light
editiing for consistency as well as to correct errors. ↵See: (accessed 26 September 2016)
↵ECHOES OF AN ECOLOGICAL WAR1I will not dance to your beatI will not dance to your
beat[1]If you call plantations forestsI will not sing with youIf you privatise my waterI will confront
you with my fistsIf climate change means death to me but business to youI will expose your evil
greedIf you don’t leave crude oil in the soilCoal in the hole and tar sands in the landI will confront
and denounce youIf you insist on carbon offsetting and other do-nothing false solutionsI will
make you see redIf you keep talking of REDD and push forest communities away from their landI
will drag you to the Climate TribunalIf you pile up ecological debt& refuse to pay your climate
debtI will make you drink your own medicineIf you endorse genetically modified cropsAnd throw
dust into the skies to mask the sunI will not dance to your beatUnless we walk the sustainable
pathAnd accept real solutions & respect Mother EarthUnless you doI will not &We will not dance
to your beatTitle poem in Nnimmo Bassey’s collection I will Not Dance to Your Beat, Ibadan,
Kraft Books, 2011 ↵2Echoes of an ecological warThis article was written to mark the 15th
anniversary of the murder of Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight other Ogoni leaders. It was published on
14 November 2010 [1]The world’s addiction to fossil fuels put the hangman’s noose around the
neck of Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight other Ogoni leaders on 10 November 1995. That noose was
tightened under the watch of Shell through a kangaroo military tribunal rigged by the worst
dictator Nigeria ever had. Today, we can say that every oil rig that sucks oil in the Niger Delta is a
hangman’s noose around the necks of the suffering peoples and communities.Today, we all
stand before history. We stand in front of a backdrop of injustice, oppression, and ecological
genocide—not just historical, but current and it is the threat of its progressing into the future that



we must stand together to fight.In his statement after the verdict of guilt was passed on him, Ken
Saro-Wiwa declared, ‘We all stand before history… appalled by the denigrating poverty of
peoples who live in richly endowed lands.[2]We stand distressed by ‘their political
marginalization and economic strangulation, angered by the devastation of their land and their
ultimate heritage.’He went on to call for ‘a fair and just democratic system which protects
everyone and every ethnic group, and gives us all a valid claim to human validation.’Ken Saro-
Wiwa’s words, though spoken fifteen years ago, still ring true in our ears today. A man with a
keen sense of history, he told the agents of the military dictator that he and his colleagues were
not the only ones on trial. Hear him: ‘Shell is here on trial, and it is as well that it is represented by
counsel said to be holding a watching brief… The company has, indeed, ducked this particular
trial, but its day will surely come, and the lessons learnt here may prove useful to it, for there is
no doubt in my mind that the ecological war that the company has waged in the Delta will be
called to question sooner than later and the crimes of that war be duly punished. The crime of
the company’s dirty wars against the Ogoni people will also be punished.’A man of historySaro-
Wiwa was indeed a man of history. While shackled in one military jail or another, the world
recognised his worth and the validity of the Ogoni struggles. In the last months of his life on
earth, he won several awards in recognition of his just struggles: the Fonlon-Nichols Award for
excellence in creative writing and the struggle for human rights; the 1994 Right Livelihood Award
or Alternative Nobel Prize for Peace; the 1995 Goldman Environmental Prize, the most
prestigious environmental award in the world; the 1995 Bruno Kreisky Prize for Services to
Human Rights; the 1995 British Environmental ad Media Special Awareness Award; and the
Hammett Award for Human Rights of Human Rights Watch.The Students Union of the Ahmadu
Bello University in Nigeria conferred on him the award of Grand Commander of the Oppressed
Masses. Surely, none of these could have been given to a man of mean repute.Standing on the
shoulders of history, we see clearly the beginnings of the trials that were bound to expose those
who have waged ecological wars against the Ogoni people, the peoples of the Niger Delta and
elsewhere in the world. We continue to see a company like Shell bowing before courts and
before the Stock Exchanges in North America, accepting out of court settlements, and paying
fines to avoid prosecution on bribery and corruption charges.In 2005, they also admitted to
having falsified their crude oil reserve figures the previous year, and paid some hefty fines to
cover that up. Recent reports have it that they are halting suits over bribery by paying some fines.
Last year, they agreed in a New York court to pay over US$15 million to Ogoni litigants for
human rights abuses. [3]In all these, we are confident that the words of Ken Saro-Wiwa will
come to pass. One day, the eco devourers will have their day in the dock. And this is already
happening in The Hague, where three Niger Delta communities are suing Shell for
environmental degradation.Perpetual deathThe dominant predatory production and
consumption patterns in the world, and the myth that crude oil is a cheap form of energy, has
meant perpetual death sentence on communities where there is crude oil and gas.If good men
like Ken Saro-Wiwa had stayed silent[4] and allowed the pattern of environmental degradation



by oil extractive activities to go on unchallenged in Ogoni land, it is conceivable that things would
have been worse by now.Today, on account of the massive oil spills, gas flares, and careless
handling of other industry-related toxic pollutants, life expectancy in the Niger Delta has
plummeted to 41 years. If Ken Saro-Wiwa had not started the struggle, perhaps life expectancy
would have possibly nose-dived to 20 years.We stand before history and affirm that a sane
future must be built on the platform of solidarity, dignity, and respect for the rights of Mother
Earth.We demand an end to fossil fuel addiction: be it crude oil, tar sands, or coal. We call for a
Sabbath of rest for Mother Earth. Over the years, she has been abused, raped, and exploited
and it is time to say enough is enough.The blood of Ken Saro-Wiwa and all those massacred in
the ecological wars for crude oil cry out today in demand for remaining oil to be left in the soil.
With less than 40 percent of crude oil still left in the soil, it is foolishness to insist that we can go
on driving on dregs through eternity.…(accessed 7 June 2016) ↵Ike Okonta and Oronto
Douglas. 2001. Where Vultures Feast: Shell, Human Rights, and Oil in the Niger Delta. Sierra
Club Books, New York. P208 ↵Shell Agrees to Pay USm for Role in Murder of Ken Saro-Wiwa,
Other Ogoni Leaders. (accessed 7 June 2016) ↵A collection of the last writings of Ken Saro-
Wiwa was published posthumously under the title Silence Would be Treason. 2013. ↵3Human
rights and the multiple environmental changesPaper presented as the 2012 Rafto Prize
Laureate at Rafto Conference, Bergen, Norway, 3 November 2012A close look at the state of
planet earth today shows a bleak picture and demands that humankind makes radical choices
as to whether to further darken the future or to light some lamps and offer rays of hope.The world
is gripped in the embrace of multiple crises including those of climate, energy, food, water,
finance and economy. These are all intensified by the reign of speculation on a path of unending
growth based on the unspoken supposition that planetary space and resources are elastic and
inexhaustible. This vision of the world is built on the premise of profit before people and on the
creed that nature must be commodified in order to have value and stand a chance of being
protected and defended. A creed aptly captured in the so-called ‘Green Economy’ concept in
which everything carries a monetary price tag.We are seeing a situation where market
mechanisms are advertised as saviours of the world and the propping up of failing markets,
corporations and financial institutions is set as the topmost job for politicians and policy makers.
Still failing and failed markets, failed corporations and business moguls litter the world, literally.
The burden of the failures and reckless exploitation falls on the shoulders of the impoverished
and the oppressed who swell the ranks of the jobless, the homeless and the hungry.The food
crisis refuses to go away because food prices are driven by speculation. With the help of a few
global food manufacturers the poor get fed plastic or junk foods and forests get cut down to raise
cattle to meet unending demands for meat. Crops are grown for machines and lands are being
grabbed under the guise of investment.Starting from the erection of market mechanisms at
Kyoto as the key way to tackle climate change, the stage was set for foisting false solutions
through schemes like the very upsetting carbon offsetting and carbon trading ones. In order to
build up the carbon market, trading systems have been created, but the price of hot air (carbon)



has simply refused to fly. Biological carbon sequestration continues to capture the imagination of
governments and traders, as does the pursuit of the yet to materialise mechanical carbon
capture and storage. Seeing trees as nothing but carbon stocks and plantations as forests raise
deforestation to new heights.For a time there were arguments that agro-fuels could replace fossil
fuels and would be good for the climate. The idea of ramping up agro-fuels/biofuels was
principally a way to sustain the fossil fuel infrastructure since the production and utilisation
paradigm are essentially the same. In other words, biofuels help keep fossil fuels civilisation on
life support. Sadly for proponents, biofuel is not the energy solution. Indeed biofuels have since
been seen to be a pipe-dream, although not before the notion set in motion an inexorable
scramble for lands in the global south that has been aptly described as the great land grab. It is
no longer news that the world has reached peak fish, peak oil and peak water. These are all
signs of deep environmental changes, of more crises to come and of more human rights abuses
as the Darwinian struggle for diminishing resources intensifies.The series of changes driven by
the multiple crises present a clear picture of environmental change. This concept recognises the
fact that the environment is impacted by physical, economic, socio-political and other changes.
We already know how closely tied the economic and political spheres are and how they collude
to ensure that the environment and the people are exploited without redress or responsibility.
The massacre of miners at Lonmin, South Africa highlights the extreme case of disposability of
labour. Another manifestation of this situation is found in the sweatshops of Asia and elsewhere
where workers are treated worse than pieces of machinery and are driven relentlessly by
taskmasters. In this situation, the poor do not matter either because they do not have enough
disposable income to make them desired players in the markets.Desperate extractionFossil
fuels have driven current modes of civilisation for over one and a half centuries. Coal, crude oil
and gas enabled the world to shift from humans and animals as energy generators to machines
that opened the highway to endless consumption. Crude oil appears cheap because the real
costs are externalised. Today, with the days of easy oil ending, we are seeing a push into
extraction in deep waters and fragile ecosystems. Some of the fragile ecosystems already being
drilled include those in the Rift Valley of East Africa where oil and gas are being exploited in
pristine environments and nature reserves. Other areas that are being sought after by the
extractive sector and partner politicians include the Arctic region (where melting glaciers are
seen as an opportunity and not an alarm), Yasuni ITT in Ecuador and offshore Lofoten in
Norway. These and similar should be clearly off limits to polluting activities.The end of easy oil is
equally driving the increased adventures into fracking and deadly extraction of tar sands in
Canada and elsewhere. While fracking is increasing domestic supply of oil and gas in the USA,
tar sands increase fossil fuel exports from Canada; they are equally bringing up higher levels of
environmental degradation with attendant health impacts that clearly impinge on human rights of
citizens.At this juncture, it is evident that humanity needs to get off the fossil fuels anaesthesia to
be able to see that the extractive logic is simply not the way to keep a development path that has
gone bankrupt. Consumption and endless growth present the dilemma of systemic greed



overtaking inherent human greed and desire for accumulation of resources. Endless growth
does not recognise that nature has boundaries and requires huge spans of time to replenish
depleted resources. The intrinsic immorality and inequities in this situation seek ways of staying
alive through the privatisation of conscience via media, particularly through electronic
advertisements. All these actions are relentlessly pursued to appease or assuage corporate
schizophrenia. It is time for rapid investment in truly renewable energy.I have a dream. I have the
dream that one day, offshore oil platforms and floating stations will become wind and solar
farms. I have a dream.The impunity of oil spillsComing from a country where there is an
equivalent of one Exxon Valdez volume of crude oil spewed into our environment yearly, it is
inescapably clear that the petroleum industry is a very polluting sector. According to Senator
Saraki, chair of Nigerian Senate’s committee on environment, ‘Oil spillage is not an oil business
it is an environmental problem. Oil spill is an irresponsible environmental behaviour. The fact that
it is as a result of oil exploration does not detract from the impact on the environment. Nigeria
has lost over 13 million barrels of oil to preventable spills.’ Senator Saraki added,It has been
acknowledged by several reports including the UNEP Report that fifty per cent (50 percent) of oil
spills in Nigeria has been due to corrosion of oil infrastructure, twenty eight per cent (28 percent)
to sabotage and twenty one per cent (21 percent) to oil production operations. One per cent (1
percent) of oil spills is due to engineering drills, inability to effectively control oil wells, failure of
machines, and inadequate care in loading and unloading oil vessels. It is the responsibility of the
spiller to rehabilitate oil spill sites. It is as simple as that. The number of identified sites is over
2,000. The majority of these sites are sites with identified spillers. This gives an indication of the
problem we already have in our hands.It is obvious that there cannot be this level of ecological
impunity without human rights being consistently trampled on. One quote from a Shell general
manager in Nigeria in 1995 underscores the fact that impunity is good for some business: ‘For a
commercial company trying to make investments, you need a stable environment…
Dictatorships can give you that.’ This statement was made in early 1995 and by November Ken
Saro-Wiwa and eight other Ogoni compatriots were hung by the dictatorship in power in Nigeria
at that time.Earlier in 1990, when the community of Umuechem protested against Shell’s oil
operations, Shell sent an urgent request for government security protection, requesting the
‘Mobile Police’ – units well-known for their brutality. The result was a two-day wave of violence
that left 80 people were dead and nearly 500 houses destroyed.Umuechem heralded a reign of
terror that was visited upon the Ogoni people when, a few years later, they rose up in protest
against oil operations that had resulted in minuscule local benefits but tremendous
environmental costs. Again Shell relied on Nigerian security forces to secure its operations.
Hundreds of Ogonis were arrested, tortured, and killed.Efforts to obtain justice have taken
impacted Nigerians to courts in Europe and USA. There is the case of four farmers and
fishermen suing Shell in The Netherlands over pollution in Nigeria. Judgement is expected on 30
January 2013 in that case.In 2002, a group of Nigerian plaintiffs brought suit under the ATS in a
US federal court against a Shell’s parent company, Royal Dutch Petroleum, for assisting in



extrajudicial killings, torture, and crimes against humanity against the Ogoni people. These
plaintiffs were living in the United States because they had received asylum from the US
government due to their persecution in Nigeria. On February 28, 2012, the case, Kiobel v. Royal
Dutch Petroleum (Shell), was argued before the US Supreme Court. Since then, the Supreme
Court has ordered a second round of arguments, which took take place on 1 October 2012. This
case is currently before the US Supreme Court with Shell launching a critical attack on human
rights protections before the court by trying to gut a 200-year-old American law called the Alien
Tort Statute (ATS). This law was originally used to bring cases against pirates but has developed
into a way to bring suit against individuals and corporations that commit the worst types of
human rights abuses like genocide, torture, and crimes against humanity.[1]The following
information from the website of Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR), the organization that
supported the Kiobel case reveals the idea behind the case and how it all evolved:This lawsuit
was brought under the Alien Tort Statute[2] and is a companion case to three lawsuits brought
by CCR in 1996 against Royal Dutch Petroleum Company (Shell) for its complicity in human
rights abuses against the Ogoni people in Nigeria.[3] After the Second Circuit Court of Appeals
decided in 2000 that the court had personal jurisdiction over the Shell parent companies in
CCR’s case Wiwa et al v. Royal Dutch Petroleum, the Wiwa and Kiobel cases were consolidated
for discovery, but because the cases had different procedural postures,Kiobel was appealed to
the Second Circuit while Wiwa was set for trial. The Wiwa cases were settled on the eve of trial
in 2009, providing a total of $15.5 million to compensate our clients, establish a trust for the
benefit of the Ogoni people, and cover some of the legal costs and fees associated with the
case. The Kiobel case, on the other hand, ended up heading to the Supreme Court on the
question of whether corporations can be held accountable for human rights abuses and whether
U.S. federal courts can hear claims arising from human rights violations committed abroad under
the ATS.For decades, CCR has pioneered the Alien Tort Statute as a tool to pursue international
human rights violations in U.S. courts. Thus, we actively supported the plaintiffs in Kiobel as their
case headed to the Supreme Court on questions regarding the ATS. CCR and allies filed
numerous amicus briefs insupport of the Kiobel case against Shell, three of which were filed in
the Supreme Court. In a 2007 amicus brief, filed on behalf of the Wiwa plaintiffs, CCR argued
that extra-judicial killing is an actionable norm under the ATS.On April 17, 2013, the Supreme
Court issued its decision in the case, ruling that the Alien Tort Statute could not be applied to
Shell’s actions in Nigeria. The Court’s decision undercut 30 years of jurisprudence to limit U.S.
courts’ ability to hear cases on human rights violations committed outside the U.S, limiting the
ATS to those cases that “touch and concern” the U.S. with “sufficient force.” CCR has continued
to develop ATS jurisprudence in other cases post-Kiobel. We remain fully committed to continue
challenging corporate human rights abuses and abuses by individual torturers and war
criminals, no matter where they are committed.The oil company’s arguments were interesting:
They argue that US law should not allow holding companies responsible for committing the most
severe atrocities. They also claim that domestic US courts have no business in holding



multinational corporations responsible for human rights abuses, especially those that happen in
other countries. But as a 2007 UN report confirms, numerous countries recognise corporate
legal responsibility for violations of international law.If the Supreme Court does what Shell’s
asking it to do — grant immunity for human rights abuses committed overseas — this would
allow mega-corporations to operate by a different set of rules around the world and would turn
the clock back more than 200 years.The rain that beats us allThe impacts of global warming are
clear and some of these include: intensified desertification, changed rainfall patterns leading to
unusual floods, sea level rise and increased coastal erosion. These directly impact fragile
infrastructure as well as the capacity of vulnerable peoples to reap expected fruits of their labour
in the area of agriculture due to both loss of arable lands and the increasing salinity of coastal
water bodies.The fundamental causes of climate change are well known and documented. The
basic drivers are anthropogenic actions, especially the use of fossil fuels for energy production
resulting in the release of huge quantities of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. It is
important that we note the fact that while the bulk of the polluting activities have occurred and
continue to occur in rich industrialised world, the impacts are mostly felt in nations and regions
contributing least to the problem. We note that 50 per cent of the carbon in the atmosphere has
come from just the USA and the European countries whose populations add up to only10 per
cent of the world’s population.Stressing the fact of fossil fuels being the fundamental culprit in
this crisis, Oilwatch International regrets that petro-independence is being strengthened by the
day.Overall energy consumption grew by 5.6 percent in 2010, with continued dependence on
fossil fuels (coal, gas and oil). This was the highest rate of growth since 1973 and energy
consumption is growing in every region of the world, and particularly in China.Petro-dependence
is maintained through private sector and state strategies that include both direct violence and
the indirect violence of advertising bombardment, greenwashing and political corruption. In spite
of local opposition, environmental impacts and economic illegalities, and in spite of the general
crisis to which it is linked, this strategy is maintained and even imposed as a priority.Small island
nations and other vulnerable nations in Africa, Asia and Latin America are in the frontlines of
areas that are most threatened by climate impacts. Sadly, these nations are forced to focus their
energies on planning and taking actions to adapt to the changing scenarios foisted on them.
They are also forced to seek ways of mitigating the impacts of climate change.Systemic
challenges, systemic solutionsThe United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) was set up to provide guideposts and to urge nations to act together in everyone’s
common interest: for the survival of the planet as we know it. The conferences of parties (COP)
to the convention have quickly turned into talk shops for nations to display their power, arm-twist
the poor and evade action. This became most obvious at COP15 in Copenhagen and became
entrenched at COP16 in Cancún. What happened at COP17 in Durban must take the medal as a
conference whose critical achievement was the blatant postponement of action while the earth
burns.Climate justice activists saw the Durban debacle as one where ordinary people were
unabashedly let down by governments. There are no reasons why we should be optimistic about



the outcome of the next Conference of Parties that will be held in Qatar.The demand of climate
justice is that those who created the climate problem must be the ones to mitigate it. There are
two ways to go about it. First, rich nations must reduce their rapacious consumption patterns and
address the climate crisis with real solutions and not ones that have been seen to be false.
Second, the rich nations have to support the poor nations who are being forced to adapt to a
situation they did not create. One way of practically making that to happen is through the support
for sustainable low-carbon development paths.At the close of the Durban meeting the descent
into non-binding pledge-and-review system was set. This system of inaction places the world on
the way to warming by as much as 4 to 7 degrees Celsius above preindustrial levels. If that
happens, Africa will be cooked because the continent experiences 50 per cent more than
average global temperature levels. The reluctance of rich and highly polluting nations to take real
action on climate change has rightly been described as a form of apartheid. This is apartheid
against Mother Earth and the species that she bears.Love in KyotoIt is worth recollecting at this
juncture that the key point of the Kyoto Protocol is that it has legally binding emissions reduction
requirements for industrialised or Annex 1 countries. In reality the protocol set very minimal
targets for reduction of carbon emissions that were to be achieved between 1990 and 2012.
Major emitters such as the USA and Australia did not accept these targets. The UNFCCC and
other analysts have shown that even if the targets set by Kyoto were met, the climate crisis
would not have been sufficiently tackled.One of the key failures of the Kyoto protocol is that it did
not unambiguously pin the blame for the problem on hydrocarbons. As long as this was the
case, the frameworks for handling the problem were fundamentally flawed. Conventional wisdom
instructs us to tackle the root causes of problems rather than the symptoms if we wish to
radically pursue long lasting solutions.Weak as it was, the Kyoto Protocol itself was not adopted
easily and this delay was largely due to the withdrawal of the USA, the global giant in carbon
emission, in 2001. It is important to note that before the USA withdrew they had effectively
influenced the language of the protocol and firmly planted the bent to carbon mercantilism or
‘free market’ environmentalism. In fact they got the world to accept the market language and
concept at the 1997 Kyoto meeting in exchange for USA support that never materialised. The
world is still stuck with the mindset of these untested ideas to this day. The protocol was set on a
market ideology and this has blocked the pathway to real and just solutions to climate
change.We note here that although the USA has a mere five percent of the world’s population it
emits nearly 25 percent of the world’s greenhouse gases from the burning of oil, gas, and coal –
for driving cars, producing electricity, and running industries. With so much carbon burden, it can
be seen that the country would not readily want to accede to emission caps that would help
keep the earth’s temperature from rising to or above 2 degrees C over pre-industrial levels.
Already the earth has warmed by almost 0.80 degrees C since the industrial revolution. The
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in its 4th report estimated that to keep
temperature rise to 2.0-2.4 degrees C, greenhouse gas emissions must be cut by 50 to 85 per
cent relative to 2000 levels by the year 2050. If nothing is done to check the rise in temperature,



up to 30 per cent of plant and animal species would be under threat of extinction.Carbon
markets and other mechanismsThe Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) can sometimes be
applied to ridiculous extremes. We take for example the marketing of gas flare stopping projects
as CDM projects. Through such projects, oil corporations and the Nigerian government hope to
claim carbon credits for helping fight climate change. The reality is that gas flaring has been an
illegal activity in Nigeria since 1984 when the Nigeria law on Gas Reinjection came into effect.
Any reduction or stoppage of flaring is simply a reduction or halting of a criminal activity and
brings on no additionality, as the CDM process requires. Any compensation for such an activity
flies in the face of reason. Gas flares are the most cynical manifestations of corporate insolence
in the face of climate change and environmental health. The flares release greenhouse gases
such as carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous and sulphur oxides. Apart from these, the flares
release other harmful substances that greatly affect human health.[4]Environmental Rights
Action (ERA), after reviewing the projects for which the oil companies seek carbon credits,
concluded that the CDM projects being pursued by the oil companies would only create
perverse incentives for the continuation of the obnoxious act of gas flaring. The group noted that
in its 2010 Sustainability Report, Shell recorded a 30 per cent increase in gas flaring from their
operations in Nigeria compared to their figures in 2009. This happened despite Shell’s gas
gathering projects and a CDM project at Afam that they commissioned in 2009.Furthermore, the
projects create the need for new oil wells to be exploited to supply gas to the CDM facilities. ERA
noted that all of the registered CDM projects have at least a 10 to 21 year contractual tenure in
the first instance to either supply gas or generate electricity. The implication is that these CDM
projects constrain the ability of government to make laws or implement laws made for the good
governance of the country within this contractual period.ERA’s analysts also see the CDM
projects as allowing the Nigerian government and its policy makers to “honestly believe” or to
hide behind the illusion that carbon emission can continue since the same amount of pollution
can be offset by fossil fuel projects such as those at Afam, Kwale, Oben and Ovade CDM
project, or via a carbon sink that would absorb the pollution in future, or as long as they could get
some more foreign exchange from them.Beginning from the market mechanism known as the
Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) we are now seeing offspring such as the Reducing
Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD). A number of other mechanisms
fall in between, dealing with one carbon off setting mechanism or the other. These market
mechanisms provide the basis for private sector investment in projects that appear to have
positive possibility of tackling climate change.The European Union pushed through an empty
Green Climate Fund with no money to help countries least responsible for climate change adapt
and pursue low-carbon development. The package, however, ensures the possibility that
multinational corporations and international financial actors would be able to access any funds
that might eventually materialise.Agrofuels and landgrabsThe phenomenon of land grabbing has
risen most as a result of the wrong approach to tackling global warming. While climate change
has induced food deficits on account of unusual weather events, the thinking that agrofuels can



replace fossil fuels has driven investors to grab lands in the tropics for the cultivation of fuel
crops such as sugar cane, jatropha and the like. Up to 200 million hectares of land have been
grabbed in this way globally.It is clear that this phenomenon will not help but worsen the food
crisis, land conflicts, the displacement of labour and the poor.Land grabs create strife and also
weaken capacities to mitigate or adapt to the impacts of climate change. Consider cases where
top political leaders are directly involved in land allocations or act as middlemen in such
transactions. An example is the land crisis that has dogged Uganda. In 2007 there was a
massive crisis over plans to convert Mambira forest into a sugarcane plantation. Mid 2012
another land crisis and mass evictions rocked the country with the government threatening to
deregister Oxfam and the ULA. Reports have it that Oxfam has had brushes with the
government when they insisted that programmes should support the way of life of the people
rather than pushing them into patterns that they are ill-equipped to deal with.Templates for
actionOfficial negotiations have locked in action until possibly 2020. By that time the world may
already be in the throes of runaway climate change. Hope is not lost, however. Long before the
Arab Spring and the Occupy movement (manifested in many parts of the world and still going on
at the time of publication of this book) showed that the regaining of peoples sovereignty over
political structures is possible, there was an epochal World People’s Conference on Climate
Change in Cochabamba, Bolivia, in April 2010.The Cochabamba conference produced the
People’s Agreement as a key outcome. It demanded that countries cut their emissions by at
least 50 per cent at source without resorting to carbon offsets and other trading schemes. In
terms of financing adaptation and mitigation, the Agreement required that developed countries
commit six per cent of their GDP for these needs. These plus a reduction in military budgets and
committing the savings towards tackling global warming would provide sufficient funds for the so-
called Green Climate Fund.The peoples of the world equally highlighted the necessity of
recognising and paying the huge climate debt piled up by the rich polluting nations. Besides
making funds available, it will be a step in the direction of decolonizing or democratising the
atmosphere of which developed countries have already taken up 80 per cent of the carbon
space.In order to work to restore the natural cycles of Mother Earth, the Agreement demanded
the Universal Declaration of the Rights of Mother Earth. This is already being promoted in the
UN systems.Mother Earth or barbarismExplaining the concept of Mother Earth, Alvaro Garcia
Linera, the Vice President of Bolivia, said, The concept of Mother Earth ‘is not just a slogan. It
means a new way of producing, a new way of relationship with nature and with one another. This
relationship is one of equality and not domination, a relationship of dialogue, of giving and
receiving. It is not merely a philosophy or folklore’. It is a new ethics, a new way of developing
technologies and modes of production. Recalling a statement by Rosa Luxemburg, ssocialism
or barbarism’, Vice President Linera said that today we could say ‘Mother Earth or barbarism.’
Affirming that capitalism was the root cause of climate change and many of the ills of the world
today, Linera said that the system permits oil companies and the military complex to commit
genocide, destroy the environment and reap ever-rising profits at the expense of the blood of the



people.Reinventing governanceWe cannot wish away the rapid environmental changes
occurring today. There is an urgent call for actions in line with the realisation that planet earth is
populated by interdependent beings and cycles. Massive contaminations have already hit as we
have already noted. While we cannot exhaust the long list of fronts where the assaults are
intensifying, we must mention that critical concerns continue to rise in area of genetic
contamination, geo-engineering as well as synthetic biology and the related bio-economy.It is
time for a global rejection of current energy consumption where environmental costs and social
liabilities are externalised and rather invest in and build the eco-logic model where ecology,
sovereignty and good living define relationships of production and consumption. We need to
rebuild our collective environmental and social consciousness, moving away from a system that
destroys society and nature through the destruction of knowledge and positive productive
forces. We need a system with conscience.In sum, the struggle is about who defines your
narrative of life and living. Who knows best where the shoe pinches – the shoemaker, shoe seller
or the person wearing the shoe? Global solidarity is needed and the peoples must regain
leadership in this. After decades of inaction to address the pains of the people, leaders now
have to be led by the people. Governance structures require reinventing. Inaction simply gives
the space for the environmental changes to consolidate as humankind’s hangmen.The US
Supreme Court eventually heard two rounds of arguments on the case on 28 February and 1
October 2012. The court’s decision delivered on 17 April 2013 dismissed the case and affirmed
the lower court’s earlier decision. ↵See ↵See Wiwa et al v. Royal Dutch Petroleum et al. at for
more information ↵(accessed 7 June 2016) ↵4Africa in the vice-grip of the climate crisisThis
paper written in 2012 and used for staff training of Environmental Rights ActionClimate impacts
on Africa and other vulnerable regions are not matters of speculation. The impacts are real.
Failing rains, failing crops, increased desertification and population displacements are some of
the manifestations. These impacts are not letting up and will not diminish until something is
done. The big question is will something be done?For Africa, perhaps more than anywhere else,
climate impacts are not merely environmental. Climate change impacts diverse realms of life
and living. These include poverty, hunger, peace, security, human rights, health and socio-
economic aspects.Globally, the causes of global warming are generally understood. It is also
generally agreed that the phenomenon is a global one that requires global action. The big gulf is
with regard to what actions must be taken to fight the menace. The blockage to needed for
action appears to be erected by the perceived sense of inbuilt resilience by the rich and
industrialised nations who feel they can withstand the ravages of global warming over several
decades, making it easy for policy makers to delay action while hoping that their grandchildren
would help themselves when the tide eventually threatens to swallow them up. Another factor is
the strong grip of the fossil fuels sector over policy structures. Through well-orchestrated spin
they sell the idea that the continuation of the fossil fuel path is inevitable. They dismiss examples
being shown that renewables can and must replace the fossil driven mode of production and
consumption. Policy makers who swallow the deception of the fossil fuel sector would do well to



pay attention to what analysts have said of the critical need for urgent transition. Any delay is just
that, a delay. The problem is that some people must pay the cost. And the most vulnerable, the
victims, will bear that cost through their blood, miseries and tears.In the words of Hermann
Scheer:If the transition from the nuclear and fossil to renewable energy is only carried out in a
piecemeal and gradual manner, then it is highly likely that world civilization will be thrown into a
staggering crisis affecting everyone and everything: dramatic climate change threatens to make
entire habitats unfit to live in and to trigger mass misery and the migration of hundreds of millions
of people.[1]The addiction to fossil fuels path is leading to desperations in the oil fields with oil
companies moving into more fragile ecosystems, into deeper offshore and extending their claws
into the Arctic. These moves are already accompanied by more polluting accidents that
compound the environmental crisis. Meanwhile oil companies dither to squeeze the last drop
from their oil concessions, the last coal from the mines and engage in dangerous extraction of
shale gas as well as tar sands.There is no disputing that the upsurge in global temperatures is
due largely to the amount of carbon released into the atmosphere. Carbon is a basic building
block in every living thing, plant or animal. Our soils are loaded with carbon and so is our air and
oceans. We take in oxygen and exhale carbon dioxide. Plants do the reverse and we coexist
happily supplying each other’s carbon dioxide or oxygen needs. The problem is that over the last
two centuries humans have dramatically increased the amount of carbon dioxide and other
greenhouse gases released into the atmosphere. It is estimated that about 26 billion tones
equivalent of CO2 is released this way yearly. One way to visualise how CO2 plays a vital role in
the climate equation is to see the gas as enveloping the entire earth, occupying a belt around it,
so to speak, in the lower atmospheric regions. Now, there are several other gases there, but the
essential difference is that this gas, along with other greenhouse gases, allows the energy from
the sun through to reach the earth but slows down the escape back into space of the energy
reflected from the earth’s surface. This build up of energy is the greenhouse effect.It is not
difficult to fully grasp the importance and magnitude of hydrocarbons. Modern urban life is
petroleum-based: it depends on it for electrical power and transportation, and releases
petroleum in its 300 million tons of waste annually. Modern life is petroleum-based: it depends
on machinery, agrochemicals such as the 136.44 million tons of fertilisers plus millions of tons of
insecticides, herbicides, fungicides and other chemicals used annually, as well as the
transportation of agricultural products. Healthcare and food systems are becoming ever more
petroleum-based as food and health sovereignty are increasingly abandoned. In the United
States alone, coal is the source of half of all the electrical power generated.Climate change is
fundamentally a systemic crisis that cannot be tackled through palliatives. It is a crisis of a
civilisation built on the rapacious destruction of nature through massive consumption and waste
of resources. It is the consequence of ruinous production and consumption patterns that are
blind to the fact that planet earth is finite and that there must be a point when such a path
becomes unsustainable in many ways.
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Brilliant overview of the politics oil and international agreements and limitations. Anyone in the
Oil business ; upstream, downstream remediation and others interested in Oil Politics must read
Nnimmo Bassey's book. Bravo for bringing to light extremely urgent problems and solutions.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 2 people have provided feedback.

Praise for Oil Politics Title Page Copyright Table Of Contents List of Abbreviations Foreword by
Ogaga Ifowodo Preface ECHOES OF AN ECOLOGICAL WAR VIOLENCE IN THE LAND
EXTRACTIVES AND TRANSPARENCY IMPACTS OF EXTRACTIVE ACTIVITIES OIL,
DESPOTISM AND PHILANTHROPIC TOKENISM SLIPPING ON OIL AND GAS LAWS
RESISTANCE AS ADVOCACY AFTERWORD About the author



Language: English
File size: 784 KB
Text-to-Speech: Enabled
Screen Reader: Supported
Enhanced typesetting: Enabled
X-Ray: Not Enabled
Word Wise: Enabled
Print length: 300 pages
Lending: Not Enabled

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/d

